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                    A Prayer for the day from W. E. Orchard

                    
                        Posted on March 20, 2024 by Kendall Harmon                                                    —No Comments ↓
                         
                    

                    
                                                                                                    O God, who by the example of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ hast taught us the greatness of true humility, and dost call us to watch with him in his passion: Give us grace to serve one another in all lowliness, and to enter into the fellowship of his sufferings; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.


Das Hier und Jetzt ist alles, was wir haben. Wir sollten jeden Tag versuchen, etwas Gutes daraus zu machen.
🌺🌱🌞Guten Morgen 🌞🌱 🌺 pic.twitter.com/PMNakfMcAO

— Brigitta Neurauter (@BrigittaNeurau2) March 20, 2024
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                    From the Morning Bible Readings
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                                                                                                    Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some do, letters of recommendation to you, or from you? You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on your hearts, to be known and read by all men; and you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are competent of ourselves to claim anything as coming from us; our competence is from God, who has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not in a written code but in the Spirit; for the written code kills, but the Spirit gives life.

–2 Corinthians 3:1-6


Guten Morgen ☕️🌷 wünsche euch einen wunderschönen Frühlingstag 🍃🌷🍃
Frühlingsglaube von Ludwig Uhland 
………..⭐️ Die Welt wird schöner mit jedem Tag,
man weiß nicht, was noch werden mag, das Blühen will 
nicht enden. ⭐️ pic.twitter.com/VWBEcGBCjm

— Renate Kleine (@RenateKleine) March 20, 2024
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                    (Church Times) Church should value its work with toddlers more, says ministry group
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                                                                                                    The tendency to downplay the value of toddler groups has been challenged in a new booklet that highlights the vital part that they play in preparing children for school.

The booklet, It’s not ‘just’ a parent and toddler group, has been compiled by a number of organisations brought together by Dave King, the strategic director for Gather Movement, an organisation that works with churches seeking to transform communities. The group including Kids Matter, Daniel’s Den, Care for the Family, 1277, 5 Minus, and Love and Joy Ministries.

It encourages those running groups to stop prefacing references to their work with “just” (“I’m just putting out some toys”), and sets out 12 aspects of school-readiness to which the groups can contribute.

Read it all.


Really enjoyed looking at a new booklet, "It’s not ‘just’ a parent and toddler group", about how they can contribute to school-readiness, & a chat with Jo Gordon of @DanielsDenUK. "The primary thing of a toddler group is that unconditional welcome to all" https://t.co/Gq1Wvx9xnE

— Madeleine Davies (@MadsDavies) March 19, 2024
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                    (First Things) Mary Harrington–Normophobia
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                                                                                                    We must transfer our collective faculty for care and compassion from thwarted or struggling adults to those children who need us. This need not be a matter of cruelty or stigma, but rather of reordering our priorities to what we know to be true. This is urgent: If we can’t even mount a normophilic defense of a baby’s need for his or her mother, we will have few resources left to defend our own organismic fundamentals in the face of the seemingly endless ambitions of biotech. Some are already preselecting IVF embryos based on genome analysis. Others propose the accelerated “evolution” of humans by means of in vitro gametogenesis. Others again propose gene-editing embryos. Just recently a breakthrough was announced in the synthetic creation of human embryos: in theory, children wholly without ancestors.

No one is coming to save us. We cannot wait for the “silent majority” to rise up and demand a return to common sense, or mumble about postponing action until we’ve re-Christianized the West, or until we’ve devised a fully worked-out post-Christian metaphysics of human nature. We may lament the Christianity-shaped hole in our discourse, but just because much of modern culture is post-Christian doesn’t mean we no longer have a nature. All we’ve lost is our common framework for naming that nature. We must speak the truth anyway. And wherever possible, we must redirect law and policy from the abolition of human nature to its flourishing.

Should this project be accused of oppressing or stigmatizing “the vulnerable,” we must recall that in reasserting the necessity of norms we are not attacking the most vulnerable. We are defending them. Normophobia imposed on babies and children an obligation to sacrifice their needs for the sake of our wayward desires. We must lift this burden from their little shoulders.

Read it all (registration or subscription).


Of Note: "Children’s needs have not changed just because adult desires have grown more unruly." https://t.co/awSIeT6jFW @moveincircles

— Inst. Family Studies (@FamStudies) March 13, 2024
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                    (FT) Climate graphic of the week: Oceans set heat records for more than 365 days in a row
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                                                                                                    Oceans marked 365 straight days of record-breaking global sea surface temperatures this week, fuelling concerns among international scientists that climate change could push marine ecosystems beyond a tipping point.

The consistent climb in temperatures reached a peak on Wednesday when the new all-time high was set for the past 12 months, at 21.2C.

The world’s seas have yet to show any signs of dropping to typical, seasonal temperatures, with daily records consecutively broken since they first went off the charts in mid-March last year, according to data from the US National Atmospheric and Oceanic Administration and the Climate Reanalyzer research collaboration.

Driven by human-caused climate change and amplified by the cyclical El Niño weather phenomenon that warms the Pacific Ocean, this exceptional heat has bleak implications.

Read it all.


„Climate graphic of the week: Oceans set heat records for more than 365 days in a row“ https://t.co/utI21M9PFM

— Özden Terli (@TerliWetter) March 18, 2024
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                    A Reflection on Saint Joseph the Worker by Tarcisio Giuseppe Stramare for his Feast Day
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                                                                                                    ZENIT spoke with Father Tarcisio Giuseppe Stramare of the Congregation of Oblates of Saint Joseph, director of the Josephite Movement, about Tuesday’s feast of St. Joseph the Worker….

ZENIT: What does “Gospel of work” mean?

Father Stramare: “Gospel” is the Good News that refers to Jesus, the Savior of humanity. Well, despite the fact that in general we see Jesus as someone who teaches and does miracles, he was so identified with work that in his time he was regarded as “the son of the carpenter,” namely, an artisan himself. Among many possible activities, the Wisdom of God chose for Jesus manual work, entrusted the education of his Son not to the school of the learned but to a humble artisan, namely, St. Joseph.

Read it all.


Joseph the Carpenter 
Georges de La Tour, c. 1645 
Saint Joseph Feast – 19 March pic.twitter.com/KieTrGQgFH

— Marysia (@marysia_cc) March 18, 2024
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                    A Prayer for the Feast Day of Saint Joseph
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                                                                                                    O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to be the guardian of your incarnate Son and the spouse of his virgin mother: Give us grace to imitate his uprightness of life and his obedience to your commands; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.


The Dream of St. Joseph by Rembrandt. pic.twitter.com/81VD0IUFXO

— Christian Culture (@Christian8Pics) October 7, 2019
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                                                                                                    O God, whose blessed Son did overcome death for our salvation: Mercifully grant that we, who have his glorious passion in remembrance, may take up our cross daily and follow him; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.


Morning everyone hope you are well. Another forgotten Fell overlooking Ullswater, Hind Crag. I only saw 2 other people. But as for those views sweeping down the lake towards Glenridding, I won't forget. Have a great day. #LakeDistrict @keswickbootco pic.twitter.com/mIfx27ZTpj

— Rod Hutchinson (@lakesrhino) March 19, 2024
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                    From the Morning Scripture Readings
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                                                                                                    I lift up my eyes to the hills. From whence does my help come? My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. He will not let your foot be moved, he who keeps you will not slumber.

–Psalm 121:1-3


Up Early On The Wolds. 9°C after a heavy dew. Cloud approaching. Hares in the valley. pic.twitter.com/15wWKkA7RB

— Yorkshire Wolds Weather (@WeatherWolds) March 19, 2024
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                    (Church Times) Pope under pressure over Fiducia Supplicans after Orthodox Churches break off dialogue
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                                                                                                    Pressure is growing on Pope Francis to rethink a doctrinal declaration, Fiducia Supplicans, allowing Roman Catholic clergy to bless same-sex couples…, after the largest Christian denomination in the Middle East responded by halting its dialogue with the Vatican.

“We affirm our firm rejection of all homosexual relationships, because they violate the Holy Bible and God’s law in creating mankind as male and female — we consider any blessing of such relations, whatever its type, to be a blessing for sin,” the Coptic Orthodox Church’s governing Holy Synod, chaired by Pope Tawadros II, said in a statement released last week.

“After consulting with sister-Churches of the Eastern Orthodox family, it was decided to suspend theological dialogue with the Catholic Church, re-evaluate the results achieved by this dialogue from its beginning 20 years ago, and establish new standards and mechanisms for the dialogue to proceed in future.”

Read it all.


Pressure is growing on Pope Francis to rethink a doctrinal declaration, Fiducia Supplicans, allowing RC clergy to bless same-sex couples, after the largest Christian denomination in the Middle East responded by halting its dialogue with the Vaticanhttps://t.co/lki87tr36O

— Church Times (@ChurchTimes) March 18, 2024
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                    (ProPublica) Gangsters, Money and Murder: How Chinese Organized Crime Is Dominating America’s Illegal Marijuana Market
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                                                                                                    “The challenge we are having is a lack of interest by federal prosecutors to charge illicit marijuana cases,” said Ray Donovan, the former chief of operations of the Drug Enforcement Administration. “They don’t realize all the implications. Marijuana causes so much crime at the local level, gun violence in particular. The same groups selling thousands of pounds of marijuana are also laundering millions of dollars of fentanyl money. It’s not just one-dimensional.”

The expansion into the cannabis market is propelling the rise of Chinese organized crime as a global powerhouse, current and former national security officials say. During the past decade, Chinese mafias became the dominant money launderers for Latin American cartels dealing narcotics including fentanyl, which has killed hundreds of thousands of Americans. The huge revenue stream from marijuana fuels that laundering apparatus, which is “the most extensive network of underground banking in the world,” said a former senior DEA official, Donald Im.

“The profits from the marijuana trade allow the Chinese organized criminal networks to expand their underground global banking system for cartels and other criminal organizations,” said Im, who was an architect of the DEA’s fight against Chinese organized crime.

U.S. law enforcement struggles to respond to this multifaceted threat. State and federal agencies suffer from a lack of personnel who know Chinese language and culture well enough to investigate complex cases, infiltrate networks or translate intercepts, current and former officials say. A federal shift of priorities to counterterrorism after 2001 meant resources dedicated to Chinese organized crime dwindled — while the power of the underworld grew.

And the shadow of the Chinese state hovers over it all…. 

Read it all.


Officials estimate the value of the illegal marijuana market grown in Oklahoma at somewhere between $18 billion and $44 billion a year.

Investigators have found links to foreign mafias and say that more than 80% of the groups are of Chinese origin. https://t.co/A4WKYfaCet

— ProPublica (@propublica) March 16, 2024
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                    (NYT op-ed) Linda Thomas-Greenfield–The Unforgivable Silence on Sudan
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                                                                                                    Silence. Last September, when I visited a makeshift hospital in Adré, Chad, where young Sudanese refugees were being treated for acute malnutrition, that was all I heard: an eerie silence.

I had tried to prepare myself for the wails of children who were sick and emaciated, but these patients were too weak to even cry. That day, I saw a 6-month-old baby who was the size of a newborn and a child whose ankles were swollen, and whose body was blistered, from severe malnourishment.

It was equal parts newly horrific and tragically familiar.

Twenty years earlier I had visited the same town and met with Sudanese refugees who fled violence in Darfur, where the janjaweed militia, with backing from Omar al-Bashir’s brutal authoritarian regime, carried out a genocidal campaign of mass killing, rape and pillage.

Read it all.


Even after aid groups designated Sudan's humanitarian crisis to be among the world's worst, little attention or help has gone to the Sudanese people.

The world’s silence and inaction need to end, and end now.

My piece in the @nytimes ⬇️https://t.co/ie90VMmIzX

— Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield (@USAmbUN) March 18, 2024
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                    Cyril of Jerusalem on his Feast Day–On the words Incarnate, and Made Man.
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                                                                                                    7. Very great was the wound of man’s nature; from the feet to the head there was no soundness in it; none could apply mollifying ointment, neither oil, nor bandages . Then bewailing and wearying themselves, the Prophets said, Who shall give salvation out of Sion ? And again, Let Thy hand be upon the man of Thy right hand, and upon the son of man whom Thou madest strong for Thyself: so will not we go back from Thee . And another of the Prophets entreated, saying, Bow the heavens, O Lord and come down . The wounds of man’s nature pass our healing. They slew Thy Prophets, and cast down Thine altars . The evil is irretrievable by us, and needs thee to retrieve it.

8. The Lord heard the prayer of the Prophets. The Father disregarded not the perishing of our race; He sent forth His Son, the Lord from heaven, as healer: and one of the Prophets saith, The Lord whom ye seek, cometh, and shall suddenly come . Whither? The Lord shall come to His own temple, where ye stoned Him. Then another of the Prophets, on hearing this, saith to him: In speaking of the salvation of God, speakest thou quietly? In preaching the good tidings of God’s coming for salvation, speakest thou in secret? O thou that bringest good tidings to Zion, get thee up into the high mountain. Speak to the cities of Judah. What am I to speak? Behold our God! Behold! the Lord cometh with strength ! Again the Lord Himself saith, Behold! I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. And many nations shall flee unto the Lord . The Israelites rejected salvation through Me: I come to gather all nations and tongues . For He came to His own and His own received Him not . Thou comest and what dost Thou bestow on the nations? I come to gather all nations, and I will leave on them a sign . For from My conflict upon the Cross I give to each of My soldiers a royal seal to bear upon his forehead. Another also of the Prophets said, He bowed the heavens also, and came down; and darkness was under His feet . For His coming down from heaven was not known by men.

9. Afterwards Solomon hearing his father David speak these things, built a wondrous house, and foreseeing Him who was to come into it, said in astonishment, Will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth ? Yea, saith David by anticipation in the Psalm inscribed For Solomon, wherein is this, He shall come down like rain into a fleece : rain, because of His heavenly nature, and into a fleece, because of His humanity. For rain, coming down into a fleece, comes down noiselessly: so that the Magi, not knowing the mystery of the Nativity, say, Where is He that is born King of the Jews ? and Herod being troubled inquired concerning Him who was born, and said, Where is the Christ to be born ?

10. But who is this that cometh down? He says in what follows, And with the sun He endureth, and before the moon generations of generations . And again another of the Prophets saith, Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Sion, shout, O daughter of Jerusalem. Behold! thy King cometh unto thee, just and having salvation . Kings are many; of which speakest thou, O Prophet? Give us a sign which other Kings have not. If thou say, A king clad in purple, the dignity of the apparel has been anticipated. If thou say, Guarded by spear-men, and sitting in a golden chariot, this also has been anticipated by others. Give us a sign peculiar to the King whose coming thou announcest. And the Prophet maketh answer and saith, Behold! thy King cometh unto thee, just, and having salvation: He is meek, and riding upon an ass and a young foal, not on a chariot. Thou hast a unique sign of the King who came. Jesus alone of kings sat upon an unyoked foal, entering into Jerusalem with acclamations as a king. And when this King is come, what doth He? Thou also by the blood of the covenant hast sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water….

Read it all.


"Since Christ Himself said in reference to the bread: "This is My Body," who will dare remain hesitant? And since with equal clarity He asserted: "This is My Blood," who will dare entertain any doubt and say that this is not His Blood?" – St. Cyril of Jerusalem pic.twitter.com/TsOYaGyEcN

— Memento Mori (@TempusFugit4016) March 18, 2024
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                    A Prayer for the Feast Day of Cyril of Jerusalem
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                                                                                                    Strengthen, O Lord, we beseech thee, the bishops of thy Church in their special calling to be teachers and ministers of the Sacraments, that they, like thy servant Cyril of Jerusalem, may effectively instruct thy people in Christian faith and practice; and that we, taught by them, may enter more fully into celebration of the Paschal mystery; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.


Today the Church of England commemorates Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, Teacher of the Faith, 386

Image: St Cyril of Jerusalem, depicted in a detail from 'The Tree of the Church' window (Charles Kempe, 1895) in Lichfield Cathedral's south transept pic.twitter.com/236dnYv2YR

— The Anglican Church in St Petersburg (@anglicanspb) March 18, 2024
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                                                                                                    Most merciful God,

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ

delivered and saved the world:

grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross

we may triumph in the power of his victory;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.


Morning everyone hope you are well. Martindale Common, a part of the Lakes I don't venture into very often, might have to rethink that. Looking down the valley as early morning light catches Beda Fell. Have a great day. #LakeDistrict @keswickbootco pic.twitter.com/JUKW4kJFKO

— Rod Hutchinson (@lakesrhino) March 18, 2024
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                    From the Morning Bible Readings
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                                                                                                    Blessed be the Lord,

    for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to me

    when I was beset as in a besieged city.

I had said in my alarm,

    “I am driven far from thy sight.”

But thou didst hear my supplications,

    when I cried to thee for help.

–Psalm 31:21-22


"Morning Light in the Highlands"#Almostheaven #WestVirginia #Highlands #ThePhotoHour pic.twitter.com/rB1UuGhhHc

— Thomas R Fletcher (@ThomasRFletcher) March 18, 2024
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                                                                                                    Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of this world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.


"Grazing Sheep at Sunrise"#AlmostHeaven #WestVirginia #Highlands #StormHour #ThePhotoHour pic.twitter.com/EXQDmHZ8pn

— Thomas R Fletcher (@ThomasRFletcher) March 17, 2024
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                    From the Morning Bible Readings

                    
                        Posted on March 17, 2024 by Kendall Harmon                                                    —No Comments ↓
                         
                    

                    
                                                                                                    O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

    his steadfast love endures for ever!

Let Israel say,

    “His steadfast love endures for ever.”

Let the house of Aaron say,

    “His steadfast love endures for ever.”

Let those who fear the Lord say,

    “His steadfast love endures for ever.”

–Psalm 118:1-4


Sunday … morning rounds ☀️ pic.twitter.com/e8JXQBXc3i

— Alison O’Neill ~ Shepherdess (@woolismybread) March 17, 2024
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                    (Neuroscience News) Paws for Thought: Dog Interaction Boosts Brainwaves and Relaxation
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                                                                                                    A new study highlights the psychological and neurological benefits of interacting with dogs, revealing that activities such as playing and walking with dogs enhance brain wave strengths linked to relaxation and concentration. This research moves beyond general observations by using EEG technology to quantify the brain’s electrical activity during eight distinct dog-related activities, including grooming, playing, and feeding.

The findings indicate significant reductions in stress, depression, and fatigue following these interactions. This nuanced understanding of how different activities impact well-being could inform more effective animal-assisted therapies.

Read it all.


Paws for Thought: Dog Interaction Boosts Brainwaves and Relaxation – https://t.co/bs1iMfM8mc via @neurosciencenew <– Most dog owners know this when they interact with their canine family and friends

— Bob Choat (@BobChoat) March 15, 2024
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                                                                                                    O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst feed the multitude by the lakeside, using the humble gifts of a boy’s generous impulse, and a disciple’s faith in thy power: Help us in thy Church to call forth such generosity in others, and strengthen our faith that the hungry millions can be fed; for thy name’s sake.


"West Fork Reflections"#WestForkRiver #AlmostHeaven #WestVirginia #ThePhotoHour pic.twitter.com/hiQrDbLHtg

— Thomas R Fletcher (@ThomasRFletcher) March 16, 2024
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                    From the Morning Bible Readings
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                                                                                                    Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For our knowledge is imperfect and our prophecy is imperfect; but when the perfect comes, the imperfect will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall understand fully, even as I have been fully understood. So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

–1 Corinthians 13:3-13


Sky is looking nice today so far! Its mild enough yo walk on thw hills without a jacket 🙂 pic.twitter.com/KLvTzO2isd

— David Oxtaby (@Disc_light) March 16, 2024
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                    (Church Times) Clergy posts are a priority, says Truro bishop
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                                                                                                    Increasing the number of stipendiary priests in the diocese of Truro is the “top operational priority”, the Acting Bishop of Truro, the Rt Revd Hugh Nelson, who is the Bishop of St Germans, said this week.

His comments followed claims by the campaign group Save the Parish Cornwall (STP) that the number of stipendiary priests in the diocese had fallen to 38, and that there were 19 vacancies to be filled. The group says that the diocese is “struggling to recruit new priests to undertake the unrealistic roles proposed by the restructuring plans — in particular ‘oversight ministers’ . . . in giant benefices”.

A diocesan spokeswoman said this week that there were 58 stipendiary clergy in post at the end of last month, including incumbent-status clergy, assistant curates, and archdeacons. In addition, eight new appointments had been made in the past three months. The plan was to increase the number of stipendiary clergy to about 85, “dependent on clergy being attracted to our posts”.

Read it all.


Increasing the number of stipendiary priests in the diocese of Truro is the “top operational priority”, the Acting Bishop of Truro, the Rt Revd Hugh Nelson, who is the Bishop of St Germans, said this week https://t.co/Xg8Zz5KOH7

— Church Times (@ChurchTimes) March 15, 2024


 

                    

                    
                        						Posted in Church of England (CoE), CoE Bishops, England / UK, Ministry of the Ordained, Parish Ministry, Religion & Culture, Seminary / Theological Education                    
             
                    
             
                

                                        
                    (FP) Moscow is rebuilding its military in anticipation of a conflict with NATO in the next decade, Estonian officials warn

                    
                        Posted on March 15, 2024 by Kendall Harmon                                                    —No Comments ↓
                         
                    

                    
                                                                                                    Two years after Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the Kremlin is restructuring and expanding the country’s military in anticipation of a conflict with NATO within the next 10 years, Estonia’s foreign and military intelligence chiefs said in an interview on Wednesday.

Contrary to Russian President Vladimir Putin’s expectation of seizing the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, in a matter of days, the first months of the invasion revealed profound shortcomings in Russian military planning as poorly equipped troops foundered in the face of fierce resistance by the Ukrainian armed forces. Experts as well as U.S. and foreign officials were quick to declare the Russian army a paper tiger.

“The Kremlin often claimed it had the second-strongest military in the world,” U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a speech last June. “Today, many see Russia’s military as the second-strongest in Ukraine.”

But as the war enters its third year, Putin is looking increasingly confident. His main political rival, Alexei Navalny, is dead; vital U.S. military aid to Ukraine is stalled in Congress; and Russia has shifted its economy to a war footing, fueling defense production and economic growth in defiance of international sanctions.

Read it all.


Moscow is rebuilding its military in anticipation of a conflict with NATO in the next decade, Estonian officials warn. https://t.co/Xun0nsVFtd

— Foreign Policy (@ForeignPolicy) March 15, 2024
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                    (WSJ) Young adults are more skeptical of government and pessimistic about the future than any living generation before them
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                                                                                                    Kali Gaddie was a college senior when the pandemic abruptly upended her life plans—and made her part of a big and deeply unhappy political force that figures to play a huge role in the 2024 election season.

Her graduation was postponed, she was let go from her college job and her summer internship got canceled. She spent the final months of school taking online classes from her parents’ house. “You would think that there’s a plan B or a safety net,” she said. “But there’s actually not.”

Today, Gaddie, 25, works as an office manager in Atlanta earning less than $35,000 a year. In her spare time, she uploads videos to TikTok, where she’s amassed thousands of followers. Now, that’s at risk of being taken away too. All of this has left her dejected and increasingly skeptical of politicians.

Young adults in Generation Z—those born in 1997 or after—have emerged from the pandemic feeling more disillusioned than any living generation before them, according to long-running surveys and interviews with dozens of young people around the country. They worry they’ll never make enough money to attain the security previous generations have achieved, citing their delayed launch into adulthood, an impenetrable housing market and loads of student debt. 

Read it all.


Young adult Gen Z voters are more disillusioned and pessimistic than any before. More here, including charts from *Generations*:https://t.co/bU8xNjCd9j

— Jean Twenge (author of GENERATIONS, iGEN) (@jean_twenge) March 15, 2024
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                                                                                                    Ezekiel lays much blame for the Israelites’ deserving punishment on the moral failings of their leaders. More directly, however, it was the political failings of their leaders that sealed the fate of all their people. The Judean kings could have heeded the call of the prophet Jeremiah and surrendered to King Nebuchadnezzar; they decided otherwise, and everyone endured the consequences. The political solidarity of a nation compels them to share the same fate. Even when only soldiers are targeted, noncombatants will die alongside them.

None of this means that one should target enemy noncombatants. The realities and obligations of our shared collective fate, however, dictate that one prioritize one’s own soldiers and citizens while worrying less about those who share another people’s destiny.

These two primary factors—our obligation to protect our own citizens and our filial duties to our brethren—come together when addressing the dilemma of involuntary human shields. If, at the end of the day, an army won’t attack certain legitimate targets because of collateral damage, then the terrorist group will use human shields to prevent their defeat. It’s hard to achieve a decisive victory when you cannot—or will not allow yourself—to destroy the enemy. Yes, guided missiles and other advanced technologies allow for greater precise targeting. Nonetheless, in the fog of war, it is impossible to achieve “immaculate warfare,” especially when the defenders are daring you to kill their human shields.

Ultimately, the defeat of these terrorist groups is the primary ethical imperative. This will benefit not only Israel but also the Gazan civilians who suffer longer under their terrorist leaders and the continuous warfare that they breed. There is a moral cost to not acting decisively, and a strategic cost to forgetting the moral justification for killing in war.

Read it all.


The West Has Forgotten Why Collateral Damage Is Morally Justified https://t.co/wfD6JfYre8

— Public Discourse (@PublicDiscourse) March 15, 2024
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                                                                                                    Most Gracious God, who hast bidden us to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly before thee; Teach us, like thy servants Vincent and Louise, to see and to serve Christ by feeding the hungry, welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, and caring for the sick; that we may know him to be the giver of all good things, through the same, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


Today the Episcopal Church commemorates Vincent de Paul, Priest, 1660 & Louise de Marillac, Vowed Religious, 1660

Image: Depiction in Sedan Hospital Chapel of the 1st 2 Sisters of Charity being sent by de Paul & de Marillac to help run the hospital. Photo: GGaritan, CC BY-SA 4.0 pic.twitter.com/JBlW5PZFOK

— The Anglican Church in St Petersburg (@anglicanspb) March 15, 2024
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                                                                                                    O Lord and heavenly Father, who hast given unto us thy people the true bread that cometh down from heaven, even thy Son Jesus Christ: Grant that our souls may so be fed by him who giveth life unto the world, that we may abide in him and he in us, and thy Church be filled with the power of his unending life; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.


Lilac dawn. Taken about 30 minutes before sunrise. #glastonburytor pic.twitter.com/VhxHr2VJX5

— Michelle Cowbourne (@Glastomichelle) March 15, 2024
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                                                                                                    And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart by themselves; and he was transfigured before them, and his garments became glistening, intensely white, as no fuller on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Eli′jah with Moses; and they were talking to Jesus. And Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is well that we are here; let us make three booths, one for you and one for Moses and one for Eli′jah.” For he did not know what to say, for they were exceedingly afraid. And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly looking around they no longer saw any one with them but Jesus only.

And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of man should have risen from the dead. So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what the rising from the dead meant. And they asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first Eli′jah must come?” And he said to them, “Eli′jah does come first to restore all things; and how is it written of the Son of man, that he should suffer many things and be treated with contempt? But I tell you that Eli′jah has come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written of him.”

–Mark 9:2-13


Classiebawn Castle.on the Mullaghmore Peninsula. County Sligo, Ireland. NMP. pic.twitter.com/GLXpRCN2Uv

— Tracy Hogan (@HoganSOG) March 15, 2024
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                                                                                                    Robinson’s reading is full of telling details and keenly observed parallels. This enables her to show that what Jews term the binding of Isaac is not a test of Abraham’s faith, but a prohibition of the child sacrifice that occurred in some other cultures, for example in Carthage. Although she is familiar with biblical scholarship and makes use of it where necessary, this work is best seen as a close, attentive reading from a literary point of view. In her approach there is something of the sense of astonishment and marvel that is present in her novels. About the first words of Genesis she writes, “When I think there was a day when a human hand first wrote those words, I am filled with awe. This sentence is a masterpiece of compression.”

“There’s a divinity that shapes our ends, rough-hew them how we will,” Hamlet said to Horatio. That is the conviction that controls the narrative of Genesis, culminating in its closing, when Joseph says to the brothers who tried to murder him, “You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.”

Robinson makes few concessions to the reader. There is no introduction or conclusion; there are no chapter headings or signposts. She just wants her audience to look again at Genesis and see what they make of it. 

Read it all.


Reading Genesis by Marilynne Robinson review – rich literary reading of the first book of the Bible https://t.co/oBAzmJviaq

— Guardian Books (@GuardianBooks) March 13, 2024
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Primates Meeting Alexandria Egypt, February 2009
Primates Mtg Dar es Salaam, Feb 2007
Prison/Prison Ministry
Provinces Other Than TEC
Psychology
Qatar
Race/Race Relations
Reformed
Religion & Culture
Religious Freedom / Persecution
Republic of Congo
Republic of Georgia
Resources: ACI docs
Resources: Audio-Visual
Resources: blogs / websites
Roman Catholic
Roman Catholic
Romania
Rural/Town Life
Russia
Rwanda
Rwanda
Sacramental Theology
Same-sex blessings
Saudi Arabia
Science & Technology
Scotland
Scottish Episcopal Church
Secularism
Seminary / Theological Education
Senate
Senegal
Sept07 HoB Meeting
Serbia
Sermons & Teachings
Sexuality
Sexuality Debate (in Anglican Communion)
Sexuality Debate (Other denominations and faiths)
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Social Security
Sociology
Somalia
Soteriology
South Africa
South Africa
South America
South Carolina
South Korea
Southeast Asia
Southern Cone
Spain
Spirituality/Prayer
Sports
Sri Lanka
State Government
Stewardship
Stock Market
Stress
Sudan
Sudan
Suicide
Supreme Court
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
T19 Categories
Taiwan
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania
Tanzania
Taxes
TEC Bishops
TEC Conflicts
TEC Conflicts: Central Florida
TEC Conflicts: Central New York
TEC Conflicts: Colorado
TEC Conflicts: Connecticut
TEC Conflicts: Florida
TEC Conflicts: Fort Worth
TEC Conflicts: Georgia
TEC Conflicts: Los Angeles
TEC Conflicts: Milwaukee
TEC Conflicts: Northern Michigan
TEC Conflicts: Ohio
TEC Conflicts: Pennsylvania
TEC Conflicts: Pittsburgh
TEC Conflicts: Quincy
TEC Conflicts: Rio Grande
TEC Conflicts: San Diego
TEC Conflicts: San Joaquin
TEC Conflicts: South Carolina
TEC Conflicts: Tennessee
TEC Conflicts: Virginia
TEC Data
TEC Departing Parishes
TEC Diocesan Conventions/Diocesan Councils
TEC House of Deputies
TEC Parishes
TEC Polity & Canons
Teens / Youth
Terrorism
Thailand
The 2009 Obama Administration Bank Bailout Plan
The 2009 Obama Administration Housing Amelioration Plan
The 2010 Obama Administration Health Care Bill
The Anglican Church in South East Asia
The Banking System/Sector
The Credit Freeze Crisis of Fall 2008/The Recession of 2007–
The Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East
The Fiscal Stimulus Package of 2009
The National Deficit
The Netherlands
The Palestinian/Israeli Struggle
The Possibility of a Bailout for the U.S. Auto Industry
The September 2008 Proposed Henry Paulson 700 Billion Bailout Package
The Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit
The U.S. Government
The United States Currency (Dollar etc)
Theatre/Drama/Plays
Theodicy
Theology
Theology: Evangelism & Mission
Theology: Holy Spirit (Pneumatology)
Theology: Salvation (Soteriology)
Theology: Scripture
Tibet
titusonenine
Togo
Top Banner
Top Ten on T19
Travel
Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner
Tunisia
Turkey
UAE (United Arab Emirates)
Uganda
Uganda
Ukraine
Uncategorized
United Church of Christ
Urban/City Life and Issues
Uruguay
US Presidential Election 2008
US Presidential Election 2012
Using the Site
Venezuela
Venezuela
Vietnam
Violence
Wales
War in Afghanistan
War in Gaza December 2008–
Weather
West Africa
West Indies
Wicca / paganism
Windsor Report / Process
Women
Women’s Ordination
Yemen
Young Adults
Youth Ministry
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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