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                    More Music for Easter–Haec Dies – John Rutter, William Byrd, the Cambridge Singers
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Lyrics:

Haec dies quam fecit Dominus;

Exsultemus etlaetemur in ea,

Alleluia, Alleluia

Haec dies quam fecit Dominus;

Exsultemus etlaetemur in ea,

Alleluia, Alleluia,

Alleluia.

(Psalm 118:24)
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                    A prayer for Easter from Frank Colquhoun
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                                                                                                    O Lord God of our fathers, who didst of old deliver thy people from the prison-house of Egypt through the paschal sacrifice: Mercifully grant that we thy new Israel, redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, may be set free from the bondage of evil and serve thee henceforth in the joy and power of the resurrection; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ, who ever liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.


This lone tree shot at sunrise in Maleny near the Sunshine Coast, Queensland. Fantastic subject pic.twitter.com/aLV7kzSKXY

— Sean O' Riordan (@seanorphoto) April 5, 2024
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                    From the Morning Scripture Readings

                    
                        Posted on April 5, 2024 by Kendall Harmon                                                    —No Comments ↓
                         
                    

                    
                                                                                                    Lo! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal nature must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”

“O death, where is thy victory?

O death, where is thy sting?”


The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

–1 Corinthians 15:51-58


April weather – a moment of sunshine before the next rain shower #Harz #SachsenAnhalt #germany #weathercloud #StormHour #landscape #landscapephotography #outdoor #natur #photography #naturphotography #gmsfotos @StormHour @ThePhotohour #PENTAX pic.twitter.com/vh8uIRKZhp

— G.Matthias Schueler-gmsfotos (@gmsfotos) April 5, 2024
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                    Peter Kreeft–Evidence for the Resurrection of Christ
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                                                                                                    We believe Christ’s resurrection can be proved with at least as much certainty as any universally believed and well-documented event in ancient history. To prove this, we do not need to presuppose anything controversial (e.g. that miracles happen). But the skeptic must also not presuppose anything (e.g. that they do not). We do not need to presuppose that the New Testament is infallible, or divinely inspired or even true. We do not need to presuppose that there really was an empty tomb or post-resurrection appearances, as recorded. We need to presuppose only two things, both of which are hard data, empirical data, which no one denies:  The existence of the New Testament texts as we have them, and the existence (but not necessarily the truth) of the Christian religion as we find it today.

The question is this: Which theory about what really happened in Jerusalem on that first Easter Sunday can account for the data?

There are five possible theories: Christianity, hallucination, myth, conspiracy and swoon.

1. Jesus died. Jesus rose. [ Christianity ]

2. Jesus died. Jesus didn’t rise—apostles deceived. [Hallucination]

3. Jesus died. Jesus didn’t rise—apostles myth-makers [ Myth ]

4. Jesus died. Jesus didn’t rise—apostles deceivers [ Conspiracy ]

5. Jesus didn’t die. [ Swoon ]

Read it all.


A joyous #Easter! He is risen. “Resurrection of Christ” by Caravaggio, 1620 pic.twitter.com/BuFU53pOcX

— Justine Brown's Bookshelf (@brown_bookshelf) March 31, 2024
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                    Bono for Easter–The Day  Death Died
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Take the time to watch and listen to it all.
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                    More Music for Easter–Johnny Cash – Ain’t No Grave
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Lyrics:

There ain’t no grave

Can hold my body down

There ain’t no grave

Can hold my body down

When I hear that trumpet sound

I’m gonna rise right out of the ground

Ain’t no grave

Can hold my body down

Well, I look way down the river

What do you think I see?

I see a band of angels

And they’re coming after me

Ain’t no grave

Can hold my body down

There ain’t no grave

Can hold my body down

Well, look down yonder, Gabriel

Put your feet on the land and sea

But Gabriel, don’t you blow your trumpet

Till you hear from me

There ain’t no grave

Can hold my body down

Ain’t no grave

Can hold my body down

Well, meet me, Jesus, meet me

Meet me in the middle of the air

And if these wings don’t fail me

I will meet you anywhere

Ain’t no grave

Can hold my body down

There ain’t no grave

Can hold my body down

Well, meet me, mother and father

Meet me down the river road

And mama, you know that I’ll be there

When I check in my load

There ain’t no grave

Can hold my body down

There ain’t no grave

Can hold my body down
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                    Frederick Buechner for Easter–‘It doesn’t have the ring of great drama. It has the ring of truth’
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                                                                                                    From there:

It is not a major production at all, and the minor attractions we have created around it—the bunnies and baskets and bonnets, the dyed eggs—have so little to do with what it’s all about that they neither add much nor subtract much. It’s not really even much of a story when you come right down to it, and that is of course the power of it. It doesn’t have the ring of great drama. It has the ring of truth. If the Gospel writers had wanted to tell it in a way to convince the world that Jesus indeed rose from the dead, they would presumably have done it with all the skill and fanfare they could muster. Here there is no skill, no fanfare. They seem to be telling it simply the way it was. The narrative is as fragmented, shadowy, incomplete as life itself. When it comes to just what happened, there can be no certainty. That something unimaginable happened, there can be no doubt.

The symbol of Easter is the empty tomb. You can’t depict or domesticate emptiness. You can’t make it into pageants and string it with lights. It doesn’t move people to give presents to each other or sing old songs. It ebbs and flows all around us, the Eastertide. Even the great choruses of Handel’s Messiah sound a little like a handful of crickets chirping under the moon.

He rose. A few saw him briefly and talked to him. If it is true, there is nothing left to say. If it is not true, there is nothing left to say. For believers and unbelievers both, life has never been the same again. For some, neither has death. What is left now is the emptiness. There are those who, like Magdalen, will never stop searching it till they find his face.



Happy #Easter! One of the most important Christian holidays, Easter commemorates the Resurrection of Christ – shown in this Rubens drawing pic.twitter.com/fTtmhTl0yv

— British Museum (@britishmuseum) April 16, 2017
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                    R S Thomas “The Answer” for Easter
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                                                                                                    From there:

Not darkness but twilight

In which even the best

of minds must make its way

now. And slowly the questions

occur, vague but formidable

for all that. We pass our hands

over their surface like blind

men feeling for the mechanism

that will swing them aside. They

yield, but only to re-form

as new problems; and one

does not even do that

but towers immovable

before us. 

Is there no way

of other thought of answering

its challenge? There is an anticipation

of it to the point of

dying. There have been times

when, after long on my knees

in a cold chancel, a stone has rolled

from my mind, and I have looked

in and seen the old questions lie

folded and in a place

by themselves, like the piled

graveclothes of love’s risen body.



Christ is risen! Easter blessings to all 🖼 Resurrection, Luca Giordano, 1665 #HappyEaster #Alleluia #AMDG pic.twitter.com/8sU4wqpY2m

— Joe Petriello (@joepetriello) April 12, 2020
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                    A Prayer for Easter from the Scottish Prayer Book
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                                                                                                    O Lord God Almighty, whose blessed Son our Saviour Jesus Christ did on the third day rise triumphant over death: Raise us, we beseech thee, from the death of sin unto the life of righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above, where he sitteth on thy right hand in glory; and this we beg for the sake of the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.


Quite a stormy feel to today's sunrise picture. Taken on Glastonbury Tor this morning. pic.twitter.com/bewE0CWfUH

— Michelle Cowbourne (@Glastomichelle) April 4, 2024
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                    From the Morning Bible Readings
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                                                                                                    There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual which is first but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. I tell you this, brethren: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

–1 Corinthians 15:41-50


Giovanni Baglione, sketch for the (not lost) altarpiece of the Resurrection for Il Gesu. Criticism of the painting by a.o. Caravaggio and Orazio Gentileschi in 1603 ("it's the worst he's done", "clumsy") caused Bagione to file a suit for libel which he won. pic.twitter.com/MT94uEise4

— Rembrandt's R👀m 🖌 (@RembrandtsRoom) November 5, 2018
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                    Karl Rahner for Easter–the Son of Man ‘cannot’ have risen alone
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                                                                                                    From here:

“The heart of the earth has accepted and received the Son of God; and it is from a womb so consecrated, this womb of the ‘hellish’ depths of human existence, that the saved creature rises up.  Not just (not even temporarily) in the Son alone.  It is not that he alone descended and so rose again as victor because death could not hold him captive.  ‘Even now’ he is not the firstborn among the dead in the sense that he is even now the only human being to have found the complete fulfillment of his whole human reality. . . . the Son of Man ‘cannot’ have risen alone.  What, we may ask, is really to be understood by his glorified bodily condition (if we take it seriously, and don’t spiritualize it into another way of talking about his eternal ‘communion with God’) right up to the ‘Last Day’, if meanwhile it should persist all by itself—something which is precisely unthinkable for the bodily condition (though glorified)?  So when we find in Mt 27:52 s. that other bodies too, those of saints, rose up with him (indeed even ‘appeared’—as he himself did—to show that the end of the ages has already come upon us), this is merely positive evidence from Scripture for what we would have expected anyway, if definitive salvation has already been unshakably founded, death conquered, and a man, for whom it is never good to be alone, has entered upon the fulfillment of his whole being.  Hence to try to set aside this testimony from Matthew as a ‘mythological’ intrusion, or to argue away its eschatological meaning with ingenious evasions—such as that it is merely a matter of a temporary resurrection or even of ‘phantom bodies’—would not be in accord with the authoritative voice of Scripture.  It is a fact that by far the greater part of the Fathers and the theologians, right up to the present day, have firmly maintained the eschatological interpretation of the text as the only one possible from the exegetical point of view.”



He is Risen! Michelangelo's magisterial vision of the Resurrected Christ bursting from the tomb into the dazzling light, c.1532. Happy Easter! https://t.co/94kCw2wJgy pic.twitter.com/wK8qPIqCXP

— Rosie Razzall (@RazzallRosie) April 21, 2019


 

                    

                    
                        						Posted in Easter, Theology                    
             
                    
             
                

                                        
                    At the Center
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                                                                                                    Without a doubt, at the center of the New Testament there stands the Cross, which receives its interpretation from the Resurrection.

The Passion narratives are the first pieces of the Gospels that were composed as a unity. In his preaching at Corinth, Paul initially wants to know nothing but the Cross, which “destroys the wisdom of the wise and wrecks the understanding of those who understand”, which “is a scandal to the Jews and foolishness to the gentiles”. But “the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men” (I Cor 1:19, 23, 25).

Whoever removes the Cross and its interpretation by the New Testament from the center, in order to replace it, for example, with the social commitment of Jesus to the oppressed as a new center, no longer stands in continuity with the apostolic faith.


–Hans Urs von Balthasar (1905-1988), A Short Primer For Unsettled Laymen


Alleluia! Christ is risen!

From everyone here at St Paul's, we wish you a joyful #Easter. pic.twitter.com/6p8kyEdxfD

— St Paul's Cathedral (@StPaulsLondon) March 31, 2024
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                    CS Lewis for Easter–“Oh, Aslan!” cried both the children, staring up at him, almost as much frightened as they were glad. “Aren’t you dead then, dear Aslan?” said Lucy. “Not now,” said Aslan.
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                                                                                                    ‘They walked to the Eastern edge of the hill and looked down. The one big star had almost disappeared. The country all looked dark grey, but beyond, at the very end of the world, the sea showed pale. The sky began to turn red. They walked to and fro more times than they could count between the dead Aslan and the Eastern ridge, trying to keep warm; and oh, how tired their legs felt. Then at last, as they stood for a moment looking out towards the sea and Cair Paravel (which they could now just make out) the red turned to gold along the line where the sea and the sky met and very slowly up came the edge of the sun. At that moment they heard from behind them a loud noise—a great cracking, deafening noise as if a giant had broken a giant’s plate.

“What’s that?” said Lucy, clutching Susan’s arm.

“I—I feel afraid to turn round,” said Susan; “something awful is happening.”

“They’re doing something worse to him,” said Lucy. “Come on!” And she turned, pulling Susan round with her.

The rising of the sun had made everything look so different—all the colours and shadows were changed—that for a moment they didn’t see the important thing. Then they did. The Stone Table was broken into two pieces by a great crack that ran down it from end to end; and there was no Aslan.

“Oh, oh, oh!” cried the two girls rushing back to the Table.

“Oh, it’s too bad,” sobbed Lucy; “they might have left the body alone.”

“Who’s done it?” cried Susan. “What does it mean? Is it more magic?”

“Yes!” said a great voice behind their backs. “It is more magic.” They looked round. There, shining in the sunrise, larger than they had seen him before, shaking his mane (for it had apparently grown again) stood Aslan himself.

“Oh, Aslan!” cried both the children, staring up at him, almost as much frightened as they were glad.

“Aren’t you dead then, dear Aslan?” said Lucy.

“Not now,” said Aslan.

“You’re not—not a—?” asked Susan in a shaky voice. She couldn’t bring herself to say the word ghost.

Aslan stooped his golden head and licked her forehead. The warmth of his breath and a rich sort of smell that seemed to hang about his hair came all over her.

“Do I look it?” he said.

“Oh, you’re real, you’re real! Oh, Aslan!” cried Lucy and both girls flung themselves upon him and covered him with kisses.

“But what does it all mean?” asked Susan when they were somewhat calmer.

“It means,” said Aslan, “that though the Witch knew the Deep Magic, there is a magic deeper still which she did not know. Her knowledge goes back only to the dawn of Time. But if she could have looked a little further back, into the stillness and the darkness before Time dawned, she would have read there a different incantation. She would have known that when a willing victim who had committed no treachery was killed in a traitor’s stead, the Table would crack and Death itself would start working backwards. And now—

“Oh yes. Now?” said Lucy jumping up and clapping her hands.

“Oh, children,” said the Lion, “I feel my strength coming back to me. Oh, children, catch me if you can!” He stood for a second, his eyes very bright, his limbs quivering, lashing himself with his tail. Then he made a leap high over their heads and landed on the other side of the Table. Laughing, though she didn’t know why, Lucy scrambled over it to reach him. Aslan leaped again. A mad chase began. Round and round the hill-top he led them, now hopelessly out of their reach, now letting them almost catch his tail, now diving between them, now tossing them in the air with his huge and beautifully velveted paws and catching them again, and now stopping unexpectedly so that all three of them rolled over together in a happy laughing heap of fur and arms and legs. It was such a romp as no one has ever had except in Narnia; and whether it was more like playing with a thunderstorm or playing with a kitten Lucy could never make up her mind. And the funny thing was that when all three finally lay together panting in the sun the girls no longer felt in the least tired or hungry or thirsty.

“And now,” said Aslan presently, “to business. I feel I am going to roar. You had better put your fingers in your ears.”

And they did. And Aslan stood up and when he opened his mouth to roar his face became so terrible that they did not dare to look at it. And they saw all the trees in front of him bend before the blast of his roaring as grass bends in a meadow before the wind. Then he said,

“We have a long journey to go. You must ride on me.” And he crouched down and the children climbed onto his warm, golden back and Susan sat first holding on tightly to his mane and Lucy sat behind holding on tightly to Susan. And with a great heave he rose underneath them and then shot off, faster than any horse could go, downhill and into the thick of the forest.

That ride was perhaps the most wonderful thing that happened to them in Narnia. Have you ever had a gallop on a horse? Think of that; and then take away the heavy noise of the hoofs and the jingle of the harness and imagine instead the almost noiseless padding of the great paws. Then imagine instead of the black or grey or chestnut back of the horse the soft roughness of golden fur, and the mane flying back in the wind. And then imagine you are going about twice as fast as the fastest racehorse….’


—The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, Chapter XV


Happy Easter! I've always liked this painting of Caravaggio's. Good art demonstrates skill; masterpieces tell an entire story.

"Caravaggio was a master of light and shadow, and he uses this chiaroscuro to create a narrative through line in this piece. The shadows (representing… pic.twitter.com/fyK9HAjgeu

— Lawrence Hamtil (@lhamtil) March 31, 2024
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                                                                                                    Make no mistake: if He rose at all

it was as His body;

if the cells’ dissolution did not reverse, the molecules

reknit, the amino acids rekindle,

the Church will fall.

It was not as the flowers,

each soft Spring recurrent;

it was not as His Spirit in the mouths and fuddled

eyes of the eleven apostles;

it was as His Flesh: ours.

The same hinged thumbs and toes,

the same valved heart

that pierced died, withered, paused, and then

regathered out of enduring Might

new strength to enclose.

Let us not mock God with metaphor,

analogy, sidestepping transcendence;

making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the

faded credulity of earlier ages:

let us walk through the door.

The stone is rolled back, not paper-mache,

not a stone in a story,

but the vast rock of materiality that in the slow

grinding of time will eclipse for each of us

the wide light of day.

And if we will have an angel at the tomb,

make it a real angel,

weighty with Max Planck’s quanta, vivid with hair,

opaque in the dawn light, robed in real linen

spun on a definite loom.

Let us not seek to make it less monstrous,

for our own convenience, our own sense of beauty,

lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, we are

embarrassed by the miracle,

and crushed by remonstrance.

–John Updike (1932-2009)


The Risen Lord at Emmaus: illustrating Easter Wednesday's Gospel with this window from Sainte-Pierre in Chartres. https://t.co/QAyeUgJBbd pic.twitter.com/s3Qg2sHuq0

— Fr Lawrence Lew, O.P. (@LawrenceOP) April 3, 2024
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                    More Music for Easter–Christus resurgens – William Byrd, John Rutter, The Cambridge Singers
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Listen to it all.
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                    A Prayer for Easter from John R W Stott
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                                                                                                    Lord Jesus, risen from the dead and alive for evermore: Stand in our midst tonight as in the upper room; show us thy hands and thy side; speak thy peace to our hearts and minds; and send us forth into the world as thy witnesses; for the glory of thy name.


Eastertide, the season of celebrating Jesus' resurrection, lasts for 50 days, from Easter Day to Pentecost. During this time, clergy vestments and altar hangings are white or gold.

40 days after Easter Day, we celebrate Ascension Day, the day when Jesus ascended into heaven. pic.twitter.com/9GVtJlLjE4

— The Church of England (@churchofengland) April 2, 2024
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                    From the Morning Bible Readings
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                                                                                                    Now after the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Mag”²dalene and the other Mary went to see the sepulchre. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. His appearance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. Lo, I have told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Hail!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

–Matthew 28:1-10


“The voice of beauty speaks softly; 
it creeps only into the most fully awakened souls.”

~ Friedrich Nietzsche

Good morning, beautiful souls.♡
May we find moments of joy in every day.

Via Pinterest pic.twitter.com/0DRz70IAoe

— Monica AS (@Monica85198503) April 3, 2024
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                    Alister McGrath–“This is the land I have been looking for all my life”: What Easter came to mean for C.S. Lewis
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                                                                                                    So how does this way of thinking relate to Easter — to the Christian story of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, marked by so many at this time of the year? While Lewis’s writings show him to have had a good grasp of basic Christian theological themes by 1940, his appreciation of their existential depth seems to have emerged later. His Grief Observed, from 1961, incorporates the suffering of Christ on Good Friday into his reflections on his wife’s slow and lingering death from cancer, leading him to a deeper grasp of the ability of the Christian faith to support people in times of bewilderment and suffering.

In much the same way, Lewis’s later realisation that he himself was dying seems to have prompted a more profound reflection on the meaning of Christ’s resurrection. In some of his letters in the final months of his illness, Lewis spoke of the hope that he had in the face of death. He was, he wrote, “a seed waiting in the good earth: waiting to come up a flower in the Gardener’s good time, up into the real world, the real waking.”

Many of Lewis’s fans will make the pilgrimage to Holy Trinity church and stand silently by his graveside. Yet while Lewis’s gravestone might speak of our shared mortality, his works and his witness point to something more profound — hope in a greater reality and a better realm, whose door has been thrown open by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Read it all.


Illustrating the Gospel for Easter Tuesday: The Risen Lord appears to St Mary Magdalene. Window from the Cathedral church of Our Lady of Walsingham in Houston, TX. https://t.co/pSZUmhdFL9

— Fr Lawrence Lew, O.P. (@LawrenceOP) April 2, 2024
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                    The Archbishop of Sydney’s 2024 Easter Message
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                                                                                                    In the events of the first Easter – the question was the same. Everyone knew that Jesus lived a remarkable life and was cruelly executed. But could they trust what they were being told – that he had risen from the dead?

There was no live streaming, no social media influencers. But there were eyewitnesses. The Bible tells the events of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. Hundreds of people saw the risen Jesus, spoke to him, and even ate with him.

Two thousand years after the first Easter we are still faced with the question – is Jesus alive and can we trust him with our lives? His offer of forgiveness and new life is worthless if we can’t and priceless if it is true.


Read it all.


The Resurrection of Christ, by Italian painter Tintoretto (1519–1594). This composition was originally shaped as an octagon but was altered in the 1600s. It was intended to hand high, possibly in a corner of a carved and gilded wooden ceiling. #Easter #EasterSunday pic.twitter.com/lBd1QgYzlM

— Ashmolean Museum (@AshmoleanMuseum) April 21, 2019
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                    JRR Tolkien for Easter–Is everything sad going to come untrue? What’s happened to the world?
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                                                                                                    Sam believes that Gandalf has fallen a catastrophic distance and has died. But in the end of the story, with Sam having been asleep for a long while and then beginning to regain consciousness, Gandalf stands before Sam, robed in white, his face glistening in the sunlight, and says:

“Well, Master Samwise, how do you feel?”

But Sam lay back, and stared with open mouth, and for a moment, between bewilderment and great joy, he could not answer. At last he gasped: “Gandalf! I thought you were dead! But then I thought I was dead myself. Is everything sad going to come untrue? What’s happened to the world?”

“A great shadow has departed,” said Gandalf, and then he laughed, and the sound was like music, or like water in a parched land; and as he listened the thought came to Sam that he had not heard laughter, the pure sound of merriment, for days without count. It fell upon his ears like the echo of all the joys he had ever known. But he himself burst into tears. Then as a sweet rain will pass down a wind of spring and the sun will shine out the clearer, his tears ceased, and his laughter welled up, and laughing he sprang from bed… “How do I feel?” he cried.” Well, I don’t know how to say it. I feel, I feel” –he waved his arms in the air– “I feel like spring after winter, and sun on the leaves; and like trumpets and harps and all the songs I have ever heard!”

— J.R.R. Tolkien (1892-1973), The Return of the King


Painting at Bedtime.
Noli me Tangere.
James Tissot.

French artist James Tissot was best known for his sumptuous oil paintings in France and Britain. He also painted a series of watercolours based on the life of Christ. Here Christ meets Mary Magdalene after the Resurrection. pic.twitter.com/0uorTt2hF8

— Peter Jones (@PeterJones40) April 22, 2019
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                    (Eleanor Parker) A medieval springtime poem for Eastertide
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                                                                                                    When I see blossoms spring,

And hear the birds’ song,

A sweet love-longing

My heart through-stung, [pierces]

All for a love new

That is so sweet and true,

That gladdens all my song:

I know in truth, iwis,

My joy and all my bliss

On him is all ylong. [is all because of him]

Of Jesu Christ I sing,

Who is so fair and free, [noble]

Sweetest of all thing;

His own ought I well to be.

So far for me he sought,

With suffering he me bought,

With wounds two and three;

Well sore he was swung,

And for me with spear was stung,

Nailed to the tree….

Read it all.


'When I see blosmes springe,
And hear foules song,
A swete love-longynge
Myn herte thourhout stong,
Al for a love newe
That is so swete and trewe,
That gladieth al my song…'

A medieval springtime poem for Eastertide https://t.co/lXKwvyuXB1 pic.twitter.com/Kxkirwbbre

— Eleanor Parker (@ClerkofOxford) April 1, 2024
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                    AN HOMILIE OF THE  Resurrection of our Sauiour Iesus  Christ.  For Easter Day from the Book of Homilies
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                                                                                                    For then he opened their vnderstanding, that they might perceiue the Scriptures, and sayd vnto them: Thus it is written, and thus it behooued Christ to suffer, and to rise from death the third day, and that there should be preached openly in his name pardon and remission of sinnes to all the Nations of the world (Luke 24.45-47). Yee see (good Christian people) how necessary this Article of our faith is, seeing it was prooued of Christ himselfe by such euident reasons and tokens, by so long time and space. Now therefore as our Sauiour was diligent for our comfort and instruction to declare it: so let vs be as ready in our beliefe to receiue it to our comfort and instruction. As he died not for himselfe, no more did he rise againe for himselfe. He was dead (sayth Saint Paul) for our sinnes, and rose againe for our iustification (1 Corinthians 15.3-4). O most comfortable word, euermore to be borne in remembrance. He died (saith he) to put away sinne, hee rose againe to endow vs with righteousnesse. His death tooke away sinne and malediction, his death was the ransome of them both, his death destroyed death, and ouercame the deuill, which had the power of death in his subiection, his death destroyed hell, with all the damnation thereof. Thus is death swallowed vp by Christs victory, thus is hell spoyled for euer.


Read it all.


#Christ our Lord, you descended into hell and opened wide its gates; receive the #FaithfulDeparted into your Father’s house.

~ King of glory, hear us.#Vespers #EveningPrayer #PrayerfortheDead #Prayer #Easter #EasterOctave #ChristIsRisen 

Icon by Fr. Ilie Bobaianu pic.twitter.com/VnLAPRwR1h

— PrayeroftheChurch (@Neddamred) April 2, 2024
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                    More Music For Easter–Since By Man Came Death from Handel’s Messiah
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Take the time to listen to it all from the Oxford Philomusica.
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                    A Prayer for Easter from the Gothic Missal
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                                                                                                    O Almighty God, hear thy people who are met this day to celebrate the glorious resurrection of thy Son our Lord; and lead them on from this festival to eternal gladness, to the joys that have no end; through the same our Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.


Good morning everyone wishing you a lovely day 😀happy Easter daffodils brightening up Tarn Hiows yesterday 🌼#LakeDistrict pic.twitter.com/jjayVDm54V

— doristhehat (@doristhehat) April 2, 2024
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                    From the Morning Bible Readings
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                                                                                                    Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all men most to be pitied.

–1 Corinthians 15:12-19


Walking down this #path the scent of beautiful wild garlic filled the air! #DailyPictureTheme #Paths #May2023 #NatureBeauty pic.twitter.com/4XE2aINm3v

— Margaret O'Connell🌻 (@MargaretOC6) April 2, 2024
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                    (BBC) In pictures: Easter celebrations around the world
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                                                                                                    Look through them all.


Easter celebrations around the world – in pictureshttps://t.co/d3XmtwXFhu

— BBC Scotland News (@BBCScotlandNews) March 31, 2024
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                    Ludwig Wittgenstein on why he ALMOST believed in Christ’s Resurrection
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                                                                                                    Found courtesy of Alan Jacobs there:

What inclines even me to believe in Christ’s Resurrection? It is as though I play with the thought. — If he did not rise from the dead, then he decomposed in the grave like any other man. He is dead and decomposed. In that case he is a teacher like any other and can no longer help; and once more we are orphaned and alone. So we have to content ourselves with wisdom and speculation. We are in a sort of hell where we can do nothing but dream, roofed in, as it were, and cut off from heaven. But if I am to be REALLY saved, — what I need is certainty — not wisdom, dreams of speculation — and this certainty is faith. And faith is faith in what is needed by my heart, my soul, not my speculative intelligence. For it is my soul with its passions, as it were with its flesh and blood, that has to be saved, not my abstract mind. Perhaps we can say: Only love can believe the Resurrection. Or: It is love that believes the Resurrection. We might say: Redeeming love believes even in the Resurrection; holds fast even to the Resurrection. What combats doubt is, as it were, redemption.



Happy Easter from Lovers of Jesus church in Ghana 🇬🇭 where we danced and we danced and we danced 🕺🏿💃🏿 #Easter2024 pic.twitter.com/8QmZCWFC8j

— Mike Royal (@_mikeroyal) April 1, 2024
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                    Gerard Manley Hopkins for Easter–Gather gladness from the skies
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                                                                                                    Gather gladness from the skies;

Take a lesson from the ground;

Flowers do ope their heavenward eyes

And a Spring-time joy have found;

Earth throws Winter’s robes away,

Decks herself for Easter Day.

Beauty now for ashes wear,

Perfumes for the garb of woe.

Chaplets for disheveled hair,

Dances for sad footsteps slow;

Open wide your hearts that they

Let in joy this Easter Day.

Seek God’s house in happy throng;

Crowded let His table be;

Mingle praises, prayer and song,

Singing to the Trinity.

Henceforth let your souls alway

Make each morn an Easter Day. 

Read it all.


A glorious sight – clouds of white blossom fill the air at Castle Gardens in Ludlow. This fantastic display lies just outside the castle walls, but don’t let the blue sky fool you – shortly after I took this shot the heavens opened and I ended up getting drenched. #Shropshire pic.twitter.com/NQFEtYBu6Z

— ShropshireAndBeyond (@ShropsAndBeyond) April 1, 2024
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                    Tim Keller on the Resurrection of Jesus
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                                                                                                    The resurrection was as inconceivable for the first disciples, as impossible for them to believe, as it is for many of us today. Granted, their reasons would have been different from ours. The Greeks did not believe in resurrection; in the Greek worldview, the afterlife was liberation of the soul from the body. For them, resurrection would never be part of life after death. As for the Jews, some of them believed in a future general resurrection when the entire world would be renewed, but they had no concept of an individual rising from the dead. The people of Jesus’ day were not predisposed to believe in resurrection any more than we are.

Celsus, a Greek philosopher who lived in the second century A.D., was highly antagonistic to Christianity and wrote a number of works listing arguments against it. One of the arguments he believed most telling went like this: Christianity can’t be true, because the written accounts of the resurrection are based on the testimony of women””and we all know women are hysterical. And many of Celsus’ readers agreed: For them, that was a major problem. In ancient societies, as you know, women were marginalized, and the testimony of women was never given much credence.

Do you see what that means? If Mark and the Christians were making up these stories to get their movement off the ground, they would never have written women into the story as the first eyewitnesses to Jesus’ empty tomb. The only possible reason for the presence of women in these accounts is that they really were present and reported what they saw. The stone has been rolled away, the tomb is empty and an angel declares that Jesus is risen.

Read it all.


The Creator was not fooling around this morning in Surfside Beach, SC.#ThankfulHeart @AndreassenLena @debanjana05 @mzkarmaD @TommyCPhotogra3 @Tyler_Elkins84 @KendallHarmon6 @catsunrisechick @golferCraig8742 @JimCantore @AndrewWMBF @PratikSchumi #KindnessMatters pic.twitter.com/rDOK3pGmmr

— Jim O'Neil (@Jimmydreamsmb) April 1, 2024
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                    Hans Urs von Balthasar on Easter
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                                                                                                    “Without Easter, Good Friday would have no meaning. Without Easter, there would be no hope that suffering and abandonment might be tolerable. But with Easter, a way out becomes visible for human sorrows, an absolute future: more than a hope, a divine expectation.”


–Hans Urs von Balthasar To the Heart of the Mystery of Redemption (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2010), p.39


I discepoli di Emmaus, Abraham Bloemaert pic.twitter.com/XqPVuGLbSj

— luciano (@luciano55321084) April 24, 2022
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Bolivia
Books
Brazil
Brazil
Brunei
Buddhism
Budget
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
CANA
Canada
Canada
Canadian General Synod 2007
Capital Punishment
Caribbean
Census/Census Data
Central Africa
Central African Republic
Central America
Ceylon
Chad
Charities/Non-Profit Organizations
Children
Chile
China
Christmas
Christology
Church Discipline / Ordination Standards
Church History
Church of Central Africa
Church of England
Church of England (CoE)
Church of Ireland
Church of Nigeria
Church of Rwanda
Church of Uganda
Church of Wales
Church Year / Liturgical Seasons
Church-State Issues
Church/State Matters
City Government
Climate Change, Weather
CoE Bishops
Colombia
Common Cause Partnership
Congo
Cono Sur [formerly Southern Cone]
Consumer/consumer spending
Coptic Church
Corporations/Corporate Life
Credit Markets
Croatia
Cuba
Currency Markets
Czech Republic
Death / Burial / Funerals
Defense, National Security, Military
Denmark
Dieting/Food/Nutrition
Diocesan News
Disciples of Christ
Dominican Republic
Drugs/Drug Addiction
East Timor
Easter
Ecclesiology
Ecology
Economy
Ecuador
Ecumenical Relations
Education
Egypt
Energy, Natural Resources
England / UK
Entertainment
Epiphany
Episcopal Church (TEC)
Episcopal Church of the Philippines
Episcopal Church of the Sudan
Eritrea
Eschatology
Estonia
Ethics / Moral Theology
Ethiopia
Eucharist
Euro
Europe
European Central Bank
Evangelicals
Evangelism and Church Growth
Executive Council
FCA Meeting in London April 2012
Featured (Sticky)
Federal Reserve
Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans (FCA)
Finance and CB Ministers, Saint Andrews, Scotland, November 2009
Finland
Foreign Relations
France
G20
GAFCON
GAFCON I 2008
GAFCON II 2013
Gambia
Gambling
General Convention
geography
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Global South Churches & Primates
Global South to South Encounter 4 in Singapore April 2010
Globalization
Greece
Guinea
Haiti
Haiti
Harmon Family
Health & Medicine
Hinduism
History
Holy Week
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hong Kong
House of Deputies President
House of Representatives
Housing/Real Estate Market
Humor / Trivia
Hungary
Hunger/Malnutrition
Hurricane Katrina
Iceland
Immigration
In Memoriam
India
Indian Ocean
Indonesia
Instruments of Unity
Inter-Faith Relations
Iran
Iraq
Iraq War
Ireland
Islam
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Japan
Jerusalem & the Middle East
Jordan
Judaism
Katherine Jefferts Schori
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kenya
Korea
Korea
Labor/Labor Unions/Labor Market
Lambeth 2008
Language
Latin America & Caribbean
Latvia
Law & Legal Issues
Lebanon
Lent
Liberia
Libya
Life Ethics
Liturgy, Music, Worship
Lutheran
Lutheran
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Mali
Malta
Marriage & Family
Media
Medicaid
Medicare
Melanesia
Men
Mental Illness
Methodist
Methodist
Mexico
Mexico
Michael Curry
Middle Age
Middle East
Military / Armed Forces
Ministry of the Laity
Ministry of the Ordained
Missions
moldova
Mormons
Morocco
Movies & Television
Mozambique
Multiculturalism, pluralism
Music
Muslim-Christian relations
Myanmar/Burma
Namibia
Natural Disasters: Earthquakes, Tornadoes, Hurricanes, etc.
Nepal
Niger
Nigeria
Nigeria
North India
North Korea
Norway
Notable & Quotable
Office of the President
Orthodox Church
Other Churches
Other Denominations
Other Faiths
Paganism
Pakistan
Pakistan
Papua New Guinea
Parish Ministry
Partial Primates meeting Canterbury 2017
Partial Primates Meeting in Dublin 2011
Pastoral Care
Pastoral Theology
Pensions
Pentecost
Pentecostal
Personal Finance
Personal Finance & Investing
Peru
Philippines
Philosophy
Photos/Photography
Pittsburgh Summit September 2009
Poetry & Literature
Poland
Police/Fire
Politics in General
polygamy
Pope Benedict XVI
Pope Francis
Pornography
Portugal
Poverty
Prayer List
Preaching / Homiletics
Presbyterian
Presbyterian [PCUSA]
President Barack Obama
President Donald Trump
President George Bush
President Joe Biden
Presiding Bishop
Primates Gathering in Canterbury January 2016
Primates Meeting Alexandria Egypt, February 2009
Primates Mtg Dar es Salaam, Feb 2007
Prison/Prison Ministry
Provinces Other Than TEC
Psychology
Qatar
Race/Race Relations
Reformed
Religion & Culture
Religious Freedom / Persecution
Republic of Congo
Republic of Georgia
Resources: ACI docs
Resources: Audio-Visual
Resources: blogs / websites
Roman Catholic
Roman Catholic
Romania
Rural/Town Life
Russia
Rwanda
Rwanda
Sacramental Theology
Same-sex blessings
Saudi Arabia
Science & Technology
Scotland
Scottish Episcopal Church
Secularism
Seminary / Theological Education
Senate
Senegal
Sept07 HoB Meeting
Serbia
Sermons & Teachings
Sexuality
Sexuality Debate (in Anglican Communion)
Sexuality Debate (Other denominations and faiths)
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Social Security
Sociology
Somalia
Soteriology
South Africa
South Africa
South America
South Carolina
South Korea
Southeast Asia
Southern Cone
Spain
Spirituality/Prayer
Sports
Sri Lanka
State Government
Stewardship
Stock Market
Stress
Sudan
Sudan
Suicide
Supreme Court
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
T19 Categories
Taiwan
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania
Tanzania
Taxes
TEC Bishops
TEC Conflicts
TEC Conflicts: Central Florida
TEC Conflicts: Central New York
TEC Conflicts: Colorado
TEC Conflicts: Connecticut
TEC Conflicts: Florida
TEC Conflicts: Fort Worth
TEC Conflicts: Georgia
TEC Conflicts: Los Angeles
TEC Conflicts: Milwaukee
TEC Conflicts: Northern Michigan
TEC Conflicts: Ohio
TEC Conflicts: Pennsylvania
TEC Conflicts: Pittsburgh
TEC Conflicts: Quincy
TEC Conflicts: Rio Grande
TEC Conflicts: San Diego
TEC Conflicts: San Joaquin
TEC Conflicts: South Carolina
TEC Conflicts: Tennessee
TEC Conflicts: Virginia
TEC Data
TEC Departing Parishes
TEC Diocesan Conventions/Diocesan Councils
TEC House of Deputies
TEC Parishes
TEC Polity & Canons
Teens / Youth
Terrorism
Thailand
The 2009 Obama Administration Bank Bailout Plan
The 2009 Obama Administration Housing Amelioration Plan
The 2010 Obama Administration Health Care Bill
The Anglican Church in South East Asia
The Banking System/Sector
The Credit Freeze Crisis of Fall 2008/The Recession of 2007–
The Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East
The Fiscal Stimulus Package of 2009
The National Deficit
The Netherlands
The Palestinian/Israeli Struggle
The Possibility of a Bailout for the U.S. Auto Industry
The September 2008 Proposed Henry Paulson 700 Billion Bailout Package
The Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit
The U.S. Government
The United States Currency (Dollar etc)
Theatre/Drama/Plays
Theodicy
Theology
Theology: Evangelism & Mission
Theology: Holy Spirit (Pneumatology)
Theology: Salvation (Soteriology)
Theology: Scripture
Tibet
titusonenine
Togo
Top Banner
Top Ten on T19
Travel
Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner
Tunisia
Turkey
UAE (United Arab Emirates)
Uganda
Uganda
Ukraine
Uncategorized
United Church of Christ
Urban/City Life and Issues
Uruguay
US Presidential Election 2008
US Presidential Election 2012
Using the Site
Venezuela
Venezuela
Vietnam
Violence
Wales
War in Afghanistan
War in Gaza December 2008–
Weather
West Africa
West Indies
Wicca / paganism
Windsor Report / Process
Women
Women’s Ordination
Yemen
Young Adults
Youth Ministry
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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